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Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani

Born in Doha - Qatar in 1948, Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al
Thani today is one of Qatar’s most successful businessmen.
From the hub of modern business to the core of local culture,
his influence is widely felt and acknowledged. Sheikh Faisal
pioneered the establishment of a heritage venue, with the
objective of reviving public interest and appreciation of local
culture, a venue that perpetuated his vision. This window to
the beauty and spiendor of the past of Qatar, and the Islamic
world has been opened for people from all walks of life to
view and experience.

The museum offers a better understanding of Islamic Art
and the Qatari heritage, customs, traditions, and way of life.
Sheikh Faisal has been supporting this cultural renaissance for
a long time. He cultivated an interest towards Qatar culture
at an early age. Sheikh Faisal acquired a passion for culture
from his father, Sheikh Qassim bin Faisal Al-Thani. His father
spurred and inspired his interest history since he was a young
boy, as his father took him on trips to countless museums and
archaeological sites throughout the Gulf region and across
the world. He realized the immeasurable value of objects of
heritage, and how they create a connection between people,
and their past. In the beginning he collected fossils, stamps
and toys; eventually his interest towards items of historical
value extended into a wide range of art and aircrafts from the
world over.

What started out as a hobby turned into a vocation;
cultivating a collection became a commitment. Frequent
travels to worldwide locations turned into a massive
collection that kept growing in numbers on a regular basis.
Common additions include Islamic artefacts from around
the world; and his collection under this category is regarded
indeed as one of the biggest private collections in the region.
Sheikh Faisal wanted to make his collection accessible to
anyone who shares his passion and enthusiasm for history.
He commissioned the building of a specialized museum
to a house his continuously growing collection, where he
could document, preserve and display his priceless arts and

artefacts. The first museum building was built on a farm in Al
Samriya, 22Km from Doha. It was designed in accordance to
traditional Qatari architecture. It first opened to the publicin
1998.

The museum has undergone expansion with the addition of
12,000 sqm of space (now reaching a total of 17,000 sqm) to
accommodate the growing collection. In 2010, the museum
was chosen by the Ministry of Art, Culture and Heritage as
one of Qatar’s cultural landmarks as part of “Qatar Capital
of Culture” activities. In 2012, Sheikh Faisal has received the
well-deserved title of “Heritage personality for 2012” under
the patronage of the League of Arab States, the Arab Center
for Tourism Media. The award indentifies an individual that
has been active in encouraging the preservation of heritage
in the Arab world.

In 2013, Sheikh Faisal officially opened a new museum in
West Bay, located in the Renaissance Hotel complex, in the
heart of the business district. The collection at West Bay
complements the much more extensive museum in the
Qatari fort at Al Samriya Farm. The West Bay museum houses
a wide range of unique carpets, ceramics, furniture and other
items including more than 200 carpets from Iran, Turkey,
India and Egypt dating from the 17th century up to the 20th
century. The unique collection of ceramics includes examples
from the Abbasi age and other periods renowned for the
quality of their ceramic work. Among the items of furniture
are antique Egyptian and Syrian pieces. The museum offers
short stay business visitors a unique opportunity to capture a
flavour of Arab, Iranian and Qatari culture.
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Introduction

The ‘Travelling Through Arts and Times’ exhibition presents
more than 160 pieces from the Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al
Thani Museum. This exhibition shows a widely varied cultural
history, which divides itself into three sections: ‘'Manuscripts:
Reflecting the Past, llluminating the Future, ‘Islamic Art
Collection, and ‘Aspects of Qatar Heritage! The collection
focuses on pieces from Islamic time periods, artists, and
calligraphers, and through these sections the exhibition
reflects a few of the most popular collections at the Sheikh
Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani Museum.

‘Manuscripts: Reflecting the Past, llluminating the Future’
displays a number of manuscripts that have been obtained
from many Arab and Islamic countries. These manuscripts
are widely varied in terms of their provenances, subjects and
forms. The prevailing notion about Arabic manuscripts is that
they basically focus on religion and faith-related subjects. On
the contrary to this notion, a number of manuscripts in the
Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani's Museum cover many other
topics of science, philosophy as well as spiritual contents.
Some of these are in the form of a whole series such as the
Canon of Medicine by Avicenna and Tazkirat Ouli Al-Albab
by Dawoud Al-Antaki (No. 7445) in pharmacology, which is
full of many minor details on botany classification, diseases
and treatment. On display in this exhibition is a complete
18th century Sufism work by Al-Asharani entitled “Albaher
almawroud”. It shows a high level of sophistication in terms
of the kind of paper and elegant calligraphy. The collection
also includes a number of unedited manuscripts in the form
of commentaries, shuruh.

Focusing on figurative decoration in Islamic art, the ‘Islamic
Art Collection’ of the exhibition features sixty-four objects
of ceramic and metal, as well as carpets and a collection of
rare Islamic coins. This collection covers the time period from
the 7th century to the late 19th-early 20th centuries, and the
purpose of this display is to show the high level of creativity
and competence of Islamic artists. Their craftsmanship
can clearly be seen in the execution of the sophisticated
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techniques and elaborate styles, as well as the impressive
decorative motifs in their work. The exhibition displays a 18th
century metal jar resembling the well-known style of the 14th
and 15th century Alhambra ceramic vases from Spain, and a
mid-7th century golden Dinar with three standing imperial
figures, representing the Byzantine emperor Heraclius and
his two sons Heraclius Constantine and Heraclonas. Figural
motifs were very common in Islamic art, and when examined
in context, these figures demonstrate, in addition to their
aesthetic importance, their close representation of the social,
political and cultural systems of their time.

The exhibition also displays its ‘Aspects of Qatari Heritage,
which reflects upon the Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani
Museum’s aspiration to be a leading institution for collecting
and preserving the cultural heritage of Qatar. Using its
unique collections as a focus for research, and the sharing
of knowledge, the museum presents an exhibition, which
explores the history and heritage of Qatar, a nation closely
related to the sea and located within the vast territory of the
Arabian Peninsula. This exhibition explores Qatar’s maritime
culture, pearl fishing, historic Bedouin culture and daily life,
Bedouin silver and gold jewellry, and Qatari political culture.
The ‘Aspects of Qatar Heritage' features a Jalbut, the most
common type of a pearl fishing vessel in Qatari waters and a
unique display of Qatari jewellery from the 1920s.
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Manuscripts: Reflecting the Past,
llluminating the Future

Islamic Art Collection

Aspects of Qatar Heritage
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MANUSCRIPTS:
Reflecting the past, illuminating the future



Manuscripts:

Reflecting the Past, llluminating the Future

During the period of the third caliph Uthman Ibn Affan (644-
656 CE), the memorisation and compilation of the Quran and
the diffusion of the new Mashaf through most Islamic capitals
(Baghdad, Damascus and Egypt), presents a transitional
stage in the history of writing and Arabic books where the
oral tradition was replaced by the written one.

The written word and its aesthetic was highly celebrated, and
gave birth to many schools dedicated to studying calligraphy
and its various features. Koufa was the location of the first
school for Arabic scripts, and gave birth to the Kufi script.
The same period witnessed the evolution of decorative art
on paper, primarily found on the first two pages of a Quran
using various patterns, geometric forms and pigments. This
movement lead to the appearance of many positions such
as Al-warag,Al-nasehk (scribe), supported by the invention
of paper. The first manufacture of paper in the Muslim world
was in Baghdad 794 C.E. during the Abbasside reign after the
invasion of Samarkand.

In the intellectual arena, many books related to the Quran
appeared such as figh books, Hadith (sayings of the
Prophet), Sirah (biographies of the Prophet) and Grammars.
Additionally, there was the invention and standardisation of
diacritic marks and written vocalisation for the purpose of
facilitating the recitation of Quran. It was a transitional period
not only in the number and variety of religious books being
produced, but there was also an explosion of libraries and
madrasas in addition to the mosques themselves becoming
places of conversation, debate and learning.

There were many factors acting upon history during this
period; the evolution of the translation movement and the
intercultural transmission of knowledge (especially drawing
on the traditions of the Sassanid and Byzantine empires),
plus the territorial expansion of Islamic civilization were all
key to the evolution and spread of new Islamic knowledge.
Not only this, but the new Muslim converts being absorbed
into the empire added their own intellectual and cultural
backgrounds to the sum total, increasing the knowledge

base and potential intellectual perspectives exponentially.
The Arabic translation movement was vital in another way,
in that it made possible the transmission of knowledge
from East to West, allowing it access to such treasures as
Indian literature, Persian art, and Greek philosophy. The
Muslims became famous in various scientific fields: medicine,
astronomy, algebra, literature, philosophy history and other
sciences which were translated to Latin and transmitted to
the West after gaining control over the Iberian Peninsula. It
was a period that witnessed the flourishing of science and
its diffusion through trade or pilgrimage routes, or even by
individuals such Ibn Battuta, Ibn Khaldun, Aviros and many
other Arabic- Muslim scholars. They travelled to many Islamic
capitals looking for knowledge, but their travels were by
no means limited to Islamic areas. (An excellent example is
Dawud Ibn ‘umar Al-Antaki who travelled to Athens in order
to learn Greek.)

In that context the various manuscripts displayed in the
Sheik Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum deal with different
topics. The manuscripts are in the form of copies or shuruh
(commentary), most of which are still intact, providing an
immense field of research. The displayed manuscripts are
divided into four sections: schools of figh, the sciences,
Sufism and illuminated manuscripts
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Schools of Legislation:

At the time of the death of the Prophet Muhammad in 632 CE,
the Muslim world had already spread from the Atlantic to the
Celebes Sea. The territory encompassed cultural differences
and a multitude of ideas. Two schools of thought emerged
with a different approach to Figh (jurisprudence).

These schools were that of the ‘Hadith’ in Al’ Hejaz and the
school of ‘Rationality’ in Al' Kufa. These two intellectual
tendencies contributed to the writing of new books of Figh,
which helped sustain the development of the Qur'an and
Sunna.

1. Abu Hanifa (80-150 HD): originally from Persia, known as
‘Al Imam al-A'dham’ He was the founder of the Rationality
movement, the Hanafi School.

2. Malik Ibn Anas (93-179HD): the Imam of Medina and the
founder of the Maliki School. In his approach to Figh, he
associated prophetic texts to rationality.

3. Mohammed |bn Idriss Al-Shafi’l (150-204HD): founder of
the Shafi'l School. He was the student of Imam Malik and
Muhammad lbn Al Hassan, Al-Shaybani pupils of Abu
Hanifa.

4. Ahmed Ibn Hanbal (164-241HD): a student of Imam Al-
Shafi'i and also Abu Yussef (pupil of Abu Hanifa). He was
the founder of the Hanbali School.

In this context seven manuscripts are presented dating from
the 16th century to the 18th century showing comments
and translations of rituals inside the Islamic legislation,
or jurisprudence: marriage, inheritance, divorce, relations
between men and women, and commerce among others.
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Al‘Sharh al-kabir

This manuscript(inv,2511) is a commentary on Abi Dhie'lbn
Ishak’s abbreviated book. It is written in clear maghribi script
in black ink with the citations on the opening chapters in
red on water marked paper. Each page of this manuscript
has 46 lines. This book (al Mukhtasar) is thought to be one
of the last books written by Al Khalil Ibn Ishak. Inspired by
the Maliki School, his Mukhtassar deals with jurisprudence
issues principally inspired by the various Figh books of Maled
Ibn Anass (rather than, for example, other sources such as the
Mukaddimat of Ibn Rochd).

The purpose of this book is to clarify the more obtuse areas
of jurisprudence through the use of clear, simple language.
The manuscript contains brief marginal commentaries
for the purposes of clarification, or completing missing
expressions, or mentioning the names of honourable persons
as a religious references. One example is Sheikh Abd-el-
Kader Ben Shakroun (death 1804), to whom many of the Figh
elucidations are attributed.

These names were contemporary to the date of publication,
which confirms the use of this manuscript in the study circles
of various religious schools, mosques and Zawaya, which are
common phenomena in North Africa. Some expressions are
written on the back of the manuscript in order to protect it
such as “kabikatj,” which is repeated three times as a talisman
to ward off the danger of damage. It also contains a verse
attributed to a Sufi poet Sheikh Abd-el-Karim Al Bekri (died
1133 HD.), who originated from Tamtit in Algeria. This verse
demonstrates an extremely skilful use of literary verbal
structures and word play, an aesthetic feature that can be
ruined through translation. The verse deals with the subject
of generosity.



Scientific Books

The Muslim world experienced an increase in science and
learning in all fields in the Sth century, with the so-called
Beit Al-Hikma (the House of Wisdom), a library and research
centre in Abbasid-era Baghdad at the heart of this learning.
Under the Abbasid Caliph Al-Ma'mun (813- 833 CE) Muslim
scholars translated many books on philosophy, medicine and
geography, originally written in ancient Greek, Persian and
Hindu. The aim was to create a cultural enlightenment. This
goal was driven by the emphasis on rationality and methods
of deduction required by theologians and represented by
various movements such as the Ash'ariyya and Mu'tazila.
The translation of great treatises into Arabic books was
accompanied by the observations and innovations of
Muslim scholars. It was also a time when the manufacturing
of paper appeared. This innovation led to the diffusion and
transmission of knowledge. Paper was a new medium that
caused a didactic revolution.

The Travelling through Arts and Times exhibition presents
two manuscripts which give evidence to this quantum
leap in scientific learning from the 11th century Hijre. A
botanic treaty called Tazkirato uly al'albab and a philosophic
manuscript known as Hikmat al‘ain.

Hikmat al’ain

The displayed manuscript (inv, 6287) includes a commentary
on the book Hikmat al'ain by author Ali ibn Omar Al-Ketebi Al-
Kazwini, who lived in the 7th century (died 657 HD/1276 CE).

He was a respected scholar of the sciences of logic and
metaphysics. He studied works of Fakhr al-din al-Razi (a
prominent Muslim scientist), and also wrote commentaries
on some of his books. In his book Hikmat Al'Ain, AlKazwini
tried to build a link between metaphysics and science of logic.
As a result, this manuscript is classified as a philosophical
one, philosophy being originally known as ‘perception’ or
‘wisdom.

The spread of philosophy at this time is due to the
development of Islamic culture and its ability to assimilate
and accept many civilisations, especially after the territorial
expansion that added both the Byzantine and Sassanid
broad empires to its denizens. All of these factors, alongside
the appearance of books of faith, lead to the crystallisation
of a philosophical Islamic culture. The same period witnessed
the flourishing of the translation movement and the use of
translated works (Tarajim) which played a dynamic role in the
transmission of knowledge between East and West and thus
the development and spread of knowledge. ‘Tarjamat Ibn Al
Mukafa’ or ‘Letters to Aristotle’ is considered to be the first
Arabic dictionary on the science of logic.
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Shapes and Patterns: a Nonfigurative Art

Vegetal and geometrical ornaments are closely linked to
calligraphy in Muslim and Arabic decorations. Calligraphy is
considered the main characteristic of an Arabic manuscript,
which helps transcribe divine revelation. From the 9th
century Arabic calligraphy started to be used for decorating
monuments as well as objects of daily use. It is particularly
from the Quran that the art of calligraphy would be
developed. Ornamental Qurans were embellished with
geometric and vegetal patterns. The main decoration was
mainly on the first two pages and at the beginning of each
chapter, to mark the names of the chapter, or surah. Various
small emblems were presented at the end of each verse, and
medallions in the margins That helped subdivide groups of
verses.

Invocations and verses from the
Qur’an for pilgrims

Unlike many other religions such as Christianity, Buddhism,
Hinduism and others, Islamic Art has focused more on the
depiction of patterns, illumination and calligraphy rather
than figures. Figurative art was restricted to literary texts (e.g.
the Magamat Al Hariri, Kalila wa Demna), scientific books,
and Persian, Indian and Turkish manuscripts where many
decorative paintings depicting prophets, such as in the Mi'raj
Nema or Qisas Alanbiya (stories of the Prophets). However
books of the Prophet’s biography and history were usually
not adorned in this way (e.g. Jami- Attawarikh of Rachid
Eddin Alhamadani 1247-1318 CE)

Confined to symbolic motifs such as the Prophet’s Sandals,
the Blessed Palm, some geometric patterns and illustrations
of sacred places, such as the Kaaba and the Prophet’s tomb,
the displayed manuscripts (inv,7624) deal principally with
the subject of Islam and the symbolic conception of faith,
with content ranging from Quranic verses to invocations and
illumination in both Turkish and Arabic.
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A book like this would be used during pilgrimage, with this
particular one being written in Naskhi script with coloured
ink, the text being framed in gold. At the top of the page, there
is a gilded panel with the name of the Surah (chapter) and the
number of verses. The column is left empty which indicates
that the manuscript was copied and then decorated.

The manuscript is divided into three parts. The first one
contains various verses from the Quran (all from within the
same Surah). The second part, beginning on the fifth page,
contains the first five verses from Surat Al Bakara as well as
Ayat Al Kursi and the last verses from Surat Al Bakara. The
page after contains an incomplete verse from Surat Al Bakara,
and is followed by an invocation.

The central part of the manuscript contains fifty-gilded
illuminations. They are highly decorated and mention names
of Caliphs, Sahaba (companions of the Prophet) and other
motifs depicting some of the Prophet’s private objects as
conserved in Istanbul. The manuscript is interspersed with
names of Allah, invocations and Quranic verses. The third
section contains a selection of invocations for pilgrimage and
Ramadan.

This manuscript seems to be like another manuscript known
as ‘Selected Quranic Verses, attributed to the Ottoman scribe
Haj Ahmed Neyli Afandi dated 1223HD -1808 CE, as well as
produced by Dala’il Al- Khayrat for his master Al- Jazuli.
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The Catchwords:

The first word of the next folio is
written obliquely on the verso side
of each folio, at a distance below
the bottom line which varies from
scribe to scribe. This way of writing
the catchword established itself
progressively and is related to other
system aiming at sorting out the order
of the folio.






Sufism

The word ‘Sufism’ is said to derive from three possible
interpretations: from the word safa meaning ‘purity’; from
the term ‘Ahl al-sufa’ or ‘people of the bench’; or from the
word souf meaning ‘wool’ Sufism is a symbolic vision of the
universe held by a brotherhood and led by a spiritual master
known as a Sheikh. This movement, based on ‘the perfect
interpretation, is marked by internalisation or hermeneutics
- that is, the seeking of meanings hidden beyond the veil
of words and expressions to reach a spiritual state which
allows the attainment of absolute enlightenment. Sufism
was initially founded in Iraq as a discipline. It developed and
drew more followers from around the Islamic world. The
collection of Sheikh Faisal has three Sufi manuscripts. There
is the ‘Conventions and Contracts’ of Al Acharan (1493-1565);
‘Al-Burda’ known as ‘The poem of the Cloak"

Al-burda

This small illuminated codex (inv, 7654) contains a famous
poem in honour of the Prophet Mohammed and is popularly
known as ‘Qasidat Al Burdah' (the Poem of the Cloak),
composed by Staraf Al-Din Muhammed Al-Busiri (died 694
HD/ 1294 CE).

It was said that the reason for his composing the poem was
that a chronic disease afflicted Al Busiri, with no remedy
being able to relieve the discomfort. This being the case he
sent many blessings upon the Prophet until one night he
saw the Prophet in a dream. The Prophet covered him with
his cloak (Burdah) and when Al-Busayri awoke, he was able to
stand with no traces of the sickness remaining. In honour of
the miracle, Al-Busiri composed this Qasidat.

The text is in both Naskhi and Thuluth script stained vertical
paper. Each page is framed in gold with a floral pattern. The
text contains 13 lines written inside panels separated by a
gilded ribbon in the form of a cloud on a green background
that has been highly decorated with colourful vegetal motifs.
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ISLAMIC ARTS COLLECTION



Islamic Art Collection

The Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani Museum is home for
a vast collection of items that cover the entire spectrum of
Islamic Art. Picking specific objects and presenting them to
highlight our marvellous collection is not an easy task. The
museum holds a number of ceramic objects dating back to
the period between the 10th and 13th centuries from Iraq
and Iran, including pieces of the renowned lustre and other
Kashan wares.

The Islamic Art collection at the Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al
Thani Musuem also includes a number of carpets from Iran,
Turkey and Caucasia dating to the period between the 18th
and early 20th century, beautifully decorated and designed
textiles from central Asia, Seljuk metal pieces in addition to a
number of unique Islamic coins including rare ones from the
Umayyad period. This is in addition to wooden objects from
different periods and regions, and Abbasid glass vessels and
containers.

The “Islamic Art Collection” in Travelling Through Arts
and Times exhibits a variety of pieces, which represent a
richness and diversity of designs. This can be seen through
the unlimited number of forms, manufacturing techniques
and the decoration styles represented in the objects. The
collection presents not only cultural or aesthetic values, but
also as a socio-political and economic record pertinent to the
Islamic history and development of Muslim societies.
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Islamic Ceramics

A number of regions that became part of the Islamic empire
already have had a strong tradition in ceramic technology,
such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Persia, Spain, Levantine and
North Africa. Many of the highly sophisticated techniques
and forms that later dominated the ceramic industry are
known to have originated in these regions many centuries
before Islam. With the coming of Islam, many centres of
ceramic industry appeared in different parts of the Islamic
world and achieved a high reputation for their stylish and
widely favoured products. These cities included of Samarra
in Iraq, Fustat in Egypt, Kashan and Nishapur in Iran, Ragga
in Syria, Iznik and Kutahiya in Turkey, Malaga, and Valencia in
Spain. The ceramic collection at the Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim
Al Thani Museum is widely varied in terms of historical and
geographical attributions, decoration styles, forms and
manufacturing techniques.
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The Islamic Metalwork Industry

The contribution of the Islamic metalwork industry to the
richness, diversity and creativity of Islamic Art appears in
a great number of forms. The manufacturing techniques
and materials, along with the style, design and decoration
motifs, have been noted on metal objects. The proficiency
and delicacy in this industry draws from a very long and rich
history. This history is deeply rooted in traditions in this field
that can be traced back to thousands of years before Islam
and to the earliest ages when humans began using metals.

There are many notable landmarks in the history of Islamic
metalwork. The Umayyads contributed a style of mixed

traditions from the Mediterranean region, Byzantines and
Sassanids. The Fatimid period is recognised for its wide use of
brass with an unlimited number of decorative motifs, as is the
Mamluk era where sophisticated designs of bronze objects
of different forms and decoration techniques originate.
The large collection of metal objects housed at the Sheikh
Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani Museum shed light on the varied
manufacturing techniques and decorative styles this industry
has witnessed throughout the Islamic history.
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Islamic Carpets

It is known that wool was widely available in the regions
of Arabia, Anatolia, Iran and other parts of central Asia;
therefore, it is assumed that carpets have been known in
these regions for a very long period of time. Carpets were not
only household items, but also a commodity used in trade
exchanges with regions both near and far. The archaeological
record supports the proposition that the current regions of
the Middle East and the Near East were the original home for
the earliest known carpets. Analysis undertaken on a carpet
currently on display at the Hermitage Museum in Russia,
originally obtained from a tomb in southern Siberia dating
back to the 6th century BC, originated from Iran. Some of
the centres that gained huge fame from making carpets are
Tabriz, Kashan, Kerman and Isfahan in Iran.
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Islamic Coins

The use of Byzantine and Sassanian coins continued
throughout the early decades of Islamic rule. When Muslims
started striking their coins, they imitated and adapted the
Byzantine and Sassanid models. The second stage came when
Islamic coins were minted with a slight modification from the
earlier coins, such as adding Arabic inscriptions including the
‘basmala’ phrase and the Islamic profession of faith ‘Shahada’
The Umayyad period is a crucial era in the history of Islamic
coins. It is in this period that the caliph Abdul Malik Ibn
Marwan decided to put his own image on the coins, instead
of the Byzantine emperor. During his reign the process of
coins Arabicisation was completed. The coins collection at
the Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani Museum collection
includes a big number of Islamic coins from different periods
of Islamic history. One of the most important species in this
group is the ones from the 1st century of Hijra. They reflect
the rises and demises of the Arab-Byantine relations on one
side, and the Arab-Sassanid relations on the other.
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ASPECTS OF QATAR HERITAGE



Aspects of Qatar Heritage

The Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani Museum is dedicated to
collecting, preserving and presenting artefacts related to the
history of Qatar to the public.

Objects can tell stories about the maritime trade, pearl fishing
and the nomadic life style of Bedouins. Documents relate us
to historical events and inform us about the interior and daily
life of people living in the country.

The “Qatar Heritage” section in the Travelling Through Arts
and Times exhibition is divided into three sub-themes. “Pearls
boats and men - Diving tools and merchants equipment”
explores aspects of the material culture in pearl fishing.
Artefacts of tools used to locate, harvest, and sell Gulf natural
pearls found by Qataris, are displayed. “In our grandmother’s

time” shows items related to the kitchen, household and
hospitality in a Qatari home in the pre-oil era, before 1950.
Finally, “The Ottomans and Qatar - the Battle of Wajba"
presents objects used in armed conflicts around the time of
the battle of Wajba in 1893 and those related to the politically
vibrant period in the late 19th century, up to the First World
War.
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Pearls, Boats and Men

Qatar and its Waters

Before 1950 and the beginning of the oil era the people living
in Qatar relied predominantly on marine resources for their
livelihood. The food supply from the rich coastal and offshore
waters of Qatar was a very important addition to the diet. The
sea provided the locals with rich resources of fish, shellfish,
crabs and even marine mammals, such as the dugong. This
supplemented their normal diet of bread, products from
sheep, goat and camel milk, dates and date products and
imported rise and vegetables. Meat was only consumed
during occasions of a religious nature, at the end of the holy
month of Ramadan for instance, or to host an honourable
guest.

The sea was also a waterway, allowing the fast and easy
transport of goods and men over long distances. Qatar,
along with the other countries along the Arabian Guif shore,
conducted trade to ports not only within the Gulf, but also to
countries far away such as India or Africa.

Food products were also imported from India and Iran, as well
as textiles, metal work and jewellery. In exchange, the boats
carried the most precious good obtained from the waters of
Eastern Arabia: The natural Gulf pearl.
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Pearl Fishing in the Arabian Gulf

Pearl fishing was, without question, the main source ofincome
not only in Qatar, but also for almost all the Gulf countries
from Kuwait to the Emirate of Ras al-Khaimah. A major literary
source, Lorimer’s Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf reported that
at the beginning of the 20th century more than 90% of the
Guif population was working in the pearl industry. The male
members of Bedouin tribes, even those based far inland,
would head towards the coastal urban centres in the summer
months of June and July, at the beginning of the pearl fishing
season, to take part in the challenging, but rewarding mission
to harvest the most precious gift of the sea. Employed on
board of pearl fishing vessels, they were able to share in this
major source of income at that time. They would be away until
September, the end of the season, when they would return
home to their families.

Pearl fishing has a long history. Classical written sources dating
to the Hellenistic period mention the activity of pearl fishing in
the Arabian Gulf. Already 2000 years ago, Pliny attested to the
fact that the Arabian Gulf pearls were of the highest quality
and were one of the highest valued items during the times
of the Roman Empire. At the beginning of the Islamic period,
the Holy Qur’an attests to the beauty and the value of pearls
and associates them with Paradise. Ibn Battuta is mentioning
pearl fishing in the Gulf in the 14th century AD with boats and
crews from Bahrain. That may have well included Qatar and
its people, referring to the medieval landscape rather than
the present day Island. But an older source, Al-Mas'udi, an
important Arab scholar and geographer of the 10th century
AD, mentions the proximity pearl banks in the North of Qatar
that were commonly known to be very rich in resources.

From the 17th century AD onwards, pearl fishing became
a major activity with outstanding economic importance
along the Arabian Gulf coast. Qatar and Bahrain formed the
geographical centre of the Arabian Gulf pearl fishing and
during its peak at the very beginning of the 20th century AD,
several thousand boats were employed in the pearl-fishing
industry.



The Pearl Oyster

The typical natural pearl, from the waters around Qatar and
Bahrain, is harvested from a shell commonly referred to as
a pearl oyster. However, biologically, the bivalve producing
pearls is even not related to the shell we use to eat with joy in
a restaurant. Pinctada radiata is a bivalve and one of the most
common shells in Qatari and Bahraini waters. The Pinctada
shell provided more than 90% of the pearl harvest during
the “golden era” of pearl fishing, between 1800 -1900. As a
very adaptive species, this shell was able to survive the harsh
environment of the Arabian Gulf, which is a sea with above
average salinity and above average water temperatures.
Pinctada prefers rocky or solid seafloor, it may also attach to
artificial hard surfaces, such as shipwrecks. It lives in water
depths of between 0.5 - 150 meters.

The Crew

Pearl diving in the Arabian Gulf was conducted seasonally. It
traditionally started in the month of May and was split in half
by two boat trips, with a rest period in the homeport for about
two weeks. The second, longer trip on the boat would last
until September with the return of the boat crews celebrated
by the whole community with chanting and cheering.

The crew of a pearl fishing vessel consisted of the captain, the
second in command and steering man, the divers and their
pull-men, professional musicians and tea boys. Each role on
board was clearly defined. The captain decided upon the
target area of fishing, the time to move or anchor, and even
when to sell the pearls.

Steering and navigating the boat was the job of the second
in command. He would execute the directives given by the
captain.

The divers and their pull-men were a sworn team, as the live
of the divers were in the hands of the pull-men. The diver was
connected to the boat by a rope, fixed to the collecting net.
Whenever needed, he would pull the rope to signal assistance

is required, and the pull-men would help the diver to come
up. Divers and pull-men were also sailing or rowing the boat.
Professional musicians were also an important part of the
crew. As on any sailing boat in prior times, they provided two
kinds of music: music to determine and guide the rhythm
of work, (rowing the boat, for example) or music for leisure.
Once the work was done, the crew enjoyed a meal of rice and
fish and musicians sang the songs of pearl diving, hardships,
and beauty.

Boys on board occupied the lowest level in the hierarchy.
They started by serving the others first, then were gradually
promoted as they learned from the elders and senior people
on board.

The Boats

Boats and ships of Arabian origin are commonly referred to as
a'dhow, a term not applied locally. Traditional Arabian vessels
are classified in many different types. The classification and
even the names given to the types are again varying locally.
In Qatar, the number of types of boats applied frequently
in transport, for fishing or in pearl diving, appears to be
straightforward. The most common type, a real all-rounder
due to low draught and excellent sailing qualities is the Jalbut.
We can easily identify her by the straight bow plank decorated
with the blue painted marguerite flower emblem. The Jalbut
appeared to be a most suitable boat for pearl diving, as her
board walls are low.

Another common boat type applied in fishing and pearl
diving, but also in transport, was the Sh'oi. With her elegant
design, a low draught and a comparably high loading capacity,
this boat served also in coastal transport.

Sometimes larger than the previously mentioned boat types,
the Sanbuk was predominantly a cargo vessel. However, just
like any other vessel in the Gulf countries, it was found in use
for pearl diving and fishing as well.
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Qatari Household Items:

Between the Era of Pearl Fishing and
the Era of Oil 1900 - 1950

A number of European ceramic factories provided high
quality pottery entering the market of the Arabian Gulf
sheikhdoms since the early 19th century. In households of
merchants and noble people involved in the pear! fishing
industry whole sets of porcelain or earthenware could be
found in use. Archaeological excavations, for example in the
UNESCO world heritage site of Zubarah in northern Qatar,
proved the presence of such luxury items in the Gulf since the
early 19th century. Some ceramics also made their way into
Bedouin communities, which were commonly believed to
have no ceramics in use, due to their fragile nature. However,
the Bedouin families found a way to transport ceramics safely
on their journeys through the desert, as one can see by the
brass container for coffee cups on display.

Cooking in the Arabian tradition meant supply for all family
members and even for potential guests. This required
processing large quantities of food in large cooking vessels.
Tea and coffee as the most common beverage had to be
available as well throughout the whole day. Large pots to
prepare tea and coffee are on display and inform about the
permanent duty in a household. The most basic liquid, water,
was stored traditionally in special ceramic vessels, called zir.
The large zir water storage jar was made of a special, porous
ceramic, sometimes covered by a cloth to add a further
cooling effect. The jar was placed in a shaded corner of a
house closed by a lid to provide with an instant cool drink.

Qatar 1800 - 1900

The population of Qatar during the 19th- early 20th century
was diverse and consisted likewise of sedentary people living
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in the urban centres along the coast, but also of people
living a semi- or fully nomadic life style further inland. Life
in Qatar during the 19th and early 20th century was based
on the cooperation of the different communities. Taking part
in the seasonal pearl fishing provided Bedouin families with
important income. On the other hand, their manpower was
urgently needed on board of the boats or in other related
business.

The Travelling Through Arts and Times exhibition highlights
items of hospitality, such as the equipment used in the
tradition to welcome and honour a guest with coffee and
incense. A tradition of hospitality present likewise in the
household of a Bedouin family but also in the household of
a family living in one of Qatar’s coastal cities such as Doha,
Wakra or Al-Khor.

After the decline of the pearl fishing industry during the
first half of the 20th century, Qatar along with the whole
Gulf region witnessed major economic changes. It was not
earlier than 1950, the time marker for the first exports of oil
that the economy started over and consolidated. From 1960
onwards, more industrial goods were imported. Cars began
to dominate the streets; the traditional wooden vessels
were equipped with Diesel engines and the last pearl fishing
fleets vanished forever from the seas of Arabia. With them,
the culture related to pearl fishing became history, and the
material remains of those days are now exhibits in museums,
reminding us about cultural achievements of ancient coastal
areas of Arabia.

HH Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah bin Jassim bin
Mohammed Al Thani

HH Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah bin Jassim bin Mohammed Al
Thani was the Emir of Qatar from 1949 - 1960. Born in 1895,
the Emir himself was a time witness of the peak of the pearl
fishing industry with all related aspects in social and cultural
life. In the beginning of his reign, he established the first oil
export from Umm Sa’id in Qatar - the beginning of the new
era of oil on 31st December 1949. Sheikh Ali was the first
Emir of Qatar travelling abroad for official visits. One of these
visits took him to India, receiving the mirrors with peacock
decorations on display among other gifts. In the mythology
of Asian countries, the peacock is a symbol of loyalty,
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purity and royalty. Commonly used as a motif in art, similar
peacock paintings entered the interior of houses in Qatar as
a decorative element.

In the course of his reign, Sheikh Ali took particularly care
about education, the health system and the establishment of
police forces.

In 1960 Sheikh Ali abdicated in favour of his son HH Sheikh
Ahmed bir' Ali Al-Thani. The former Emir dedicated his life
after the service to the publication of books.

An Average Sized Bedouin Tent

All Bedouin tribes considered the tent or bayt sha'er, as the
centre of the family, while the family is the institution their
life was all about.

Qatar was the home to Bedouin tribes living either a
semi- or fully nomadic life-style. A tent was owned and
maintained by the women of the family. Traditionally, it was
also manufactured by them. Strips of hand-woven fabric,
preferably made of goat hair, were sewn together to form the
velum and the sidewalls as well as the important tent divider
and other fabrics serving as wind shields, rugs or blankets.
Fabrics and other items, to provide separate spaces for the
family and for men, divided a tent. This is similar to the spatial
organization of Arabian houses where we would find a public
majlis and a non-public section reserved for the family.

The graphic tent layout in the exhibition indicate the
distribution of space and some typical activities related to it.

Any guest arriving at the entrance of a tent will find the men
of the family at the right side, in the public section. Coffee is
prepared and handed by the men to welcome and honour
guests. The tent divider, ruag, would be erected between the
men's section and the family section, to provide privacy to
the family section.

Meals were cooked on the fireplace in the family section.
As long as no guests were around, the ru'ag would be not
erected and the tent is open for the whole family. Food items,
packsaddles and other items are piled up against the tent
walls or along the line of the ru‘ag.



The Ottomans and Qatar — the Battle of Wajba

The Ottoman Army in the 19th century

For centuries, the Ottoman Empire was the supreme power
in the Middle East and the Arab world. The Sultan residing in
Istanbul was ruling an Empire in the tradition of the Khalifat,
ranging from the Maghreb to West Asia and from the Yemen
to the Austrian border. A major reason for the long lasting
dominant role of the empire was its military. Superiority in
tactics, routine of men and officers and the legendary skills
of the cavalry and artillery created a deep routed fear of the
Ottoman army.

Until the mid-19th century, the black powder was the only
known chemical explosive. It required the mixture of sulfur,
charcoal and potassium nitrate (saltpeter), and was produced
in large quantities under the supervision of the Sublime
Porte, the Ottoman government. The decline of gunpowder
production in the course of the 19th century is believed
to be a major reason for the decline of the military power
of the Empire and was leading eventually to the defeat in
the Russian-Ottoman war 1878 and the subsequent loss of
territory in southern Europe.

The items on display in the Travelling Through Arts and Times
exhibition focus on the last decades of the Ottoman reign
in Arabia. The rifles shown here represent two brands: the
Peabody Martini of The Providence Tool Company in Rhode
Island, USA and the Mauser M71 from Germany. During the
reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il (1876-99) the Ottoman army
acquired 600,000 of the US rifles and 500,000 of the German
rifles, The rifles tells us a story related to important events in
the history of Qatar.

The Peabody Martini rifle of Amir Saud bin
Abdul-Aziz Al-Rasheed

In 1836 the Emirate of Ha'il, also referred to as the Emirate of
Jabal Shammar, was established. Reaching from the present
day borders of Jordan, Syria and Iraq in the North, it stretched
out over the central part of present day Saudi-Arabia. The vast
territory was under the rule of the house of Al-Rasheed. In

competition with the Al-Saud family over the reign of Arabia,
the Rasheed were close allies of the Ottoman Empire. In
almost a hundred years of the so-called Saudi-Rashidi Wars,
the fortunes of battle seemed to change constantly. After the
defeat of the Ottoman Empire by the Entente powers in the
First World War, the house of Saud finally gained control over
Saudi-Arabia and the Emirate of Ha'il vanished. One of the
last Emirs of the Emirate was Saud bin Abdul-Aziz, reigning
from 1910 - 1920. At the age of 10 when he came into power,
maternal relatives of the Al-Sabhan family ruled on his behalf.
In the year 1912, the Ottoman Empire handed a Peabody
Martini rifle to the young Emir, as a symbol of the friendly
relations.

The Ottoman Empire acquired weapons in the United States,
from the Providence Tool Company in Rhode Island, in around
1870. In action during the conflict between the Russian and
the Ottoman Empire, a number of these guns found their
way to the Middle East. Peabody Martini rifles were a copy of
the famous British Martini-Henry rifle, the first rifle ever to be
designed for metal-coated rounds. Amir Saud bin Abdul-Aziz
was murdered in 1920.

The Battle of Wajba

In the morning of the 25th March 1893, the Wali (governor) of
the Ottoman Empire in Basrah, Mehmet Hafiz Pasha, marched
with a division of Ottoman forces in the direction of Al Wajba
fortress (the present day location of the Amiri Guard).

Prior to marching with his forces, Mehmet Hafiz Pasha
demanded Sheikh Jassim bin Muhammad bin Thani, the
Qaimaqgam (local governor) of Qatar, to an interview at his
headquarters at Bida. Sheikh Jassim, in the knowledge of
the intention of the Wali Mehmet Hafiz Pasha to arrest him,
refused to come and sent his relative Sheikh Khaled instead,
with a message for the Wali.

In the course of further negotiations, it became obvious to

Sheikh Jassim that a military conflict seems unavoidable,
as the Wali insisted on the Sheikhs personal presence at his
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headquarters on the Ottoman warship, the corvette Merrikh.
Sheikh Jassim refused and Mehmet Hafiz Pasha prepared to
advance on Wajba, at which Sheikh Jassim established his
headquarters.

Sheikh Jassim set up a scheme in advance; placing Qatari
forces along the route Mehmet Hafiz Pasha would take
to surprise him, and the Qatari's making best use of their
advantage of local knowledge of the terrain. At 10:00 am the
battle started. The Qatari forces, supported by the Manasir
and Bani Hajir tribes, gathered an unusual high number of
armed men. The Ottomans marched around 200 infantry
and cavalry, including one 3-pounder cannon, to destroy
Wajba fortress walls and get hold of the arms stored within
the fort. They also wanted to take Sheikh Jassim, while the
Wali already arrested Sheikh Ahmed bin Muhamed Al-Thani,
the younger brother of Sheikh Jassim along with 13 leading
men of Al-Bida to held them hostage on his military vessel
anchored off-shore Al Bida.

At around 4.00 pm firing ceased and the result was a large
number of Ottoman soldiers had been killed and the Wali,
Mehmet Hafiz Pasha, fled to the port of Doha to the safety of
his vessel Merrikh.

The successful end to the battle for the Qataris marks an
important event in the history of the country. Sheikh Jassim,
seeking justice and acknowledgement of the injustice of the
Wali's actions obtained a victory on the battlefield as well
as a diplomatic victory. The Ottoman Empire was seeking
reconciliation for Sheikh Jassim. This marks a very important
step into the formation of a nation and subsequently, the
independence of the country from Ottoman and later British
dominance.
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Silver and Gold Jewellry

Traditional Jewelleries from Yemen

Apart from their aesthetic value, Jewelleries made from
precious and semi-precious stones and metal has always
been, and still are considered in the traditional Bedouin
societies as a portable wealth. They are also highly regarded
in other social settings such as marriage arrangements and
birth celebrations. Some jewellery items are specifically
associated with ritual and faith-related practices as with
the case of amulets. Irrespective of the function they
were intended for, all members of family used jewelleries,
regardless of age or gender. This has been proofed to be the
case with ancient communities in Yemen and it continued to
be the case up to this day. A number of bracelets, necklaces,
earrings, rings and anklets have been unearthed in different
archaeological sites in Yemen and date back to as old as the
2nd millennium BC. Some were even to be older. When
compared with items from the 19th and 20th centuries, they
appeared closely similar.

In addition to the aspect of continuity in the Yemeni jewellery
culture, it is also important to note the wide range of foreign
traditions as reflected on many items in this categories. This
should be understood in the light of Yemen always being
a juncture point and a settlement area for a number of
migrating or seasonally moving ethnic groups. Africans from
the north-eastern corner of the continent, immigrants from
Central and south-eastern Asia in addition to the trading
groups from other parts of Arabia have all mixed with local
southern Arabian tribes and ancient Jewish communities
in Yemen. This unique mixture of ethnicities with different
cultural and religious backgrounds helped in producing a
jewelry items with unlimited range of forms, designs and
decorative motifs. This is well attested in 19th century silver
jewelry items from Yemen as seen in the Sheikh Faisal bin
Qassim Al Thani collection.
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Arabian Art Tradition in Golden Jewellry

Gold is commonly known to be chemically the most stable
element. Naturally, this metal can be quarried as pure gold in
placer deposits of riverbeds or in an alloy with other precious
metal in mines. Its qualities of purity and consistency
together with the unique colour made gold the most desired
ductile material for jewelry. Since the Bronze Age, the 4th
millennium BC, the old kingdoms of Mesopotamia and
Egypt developed delicate techniques and décor styles of
golden jewellry. This antique tradition, similar to the tradition
observed in Arabian silver jewellry, provided the basis of a
language of artistic expressions commonly considered to
be typical oriental. Figurative and geometrical motifs were
combined with delicate techniques of decoration and surface
treatment, such as granulation or the use of twisted wire. Our
examples display an early 20th century interpretation.



Large golden necklace with sets of
multiple chains. This technique is locally
called al-murtahish “shimmering”, as the
single chain elements create an attractive
shimmer by their movement. Bahrain or
India around 1920 CE.

Uloxo oy bl 846 (30 b duleg ] o S Al
909 -l Wis dio yoad Gl @,e) @ly e ey il
£V8Y ple Jig> & wigh ol gy smmadl e

vy



Face-mask burg’a with gold discs applied
burq’a riyasi. Bahrain around 1920 CE.
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Belt hizam with gold applications. A very
delicate work made of gold plates bend in
shape. Bahrain or India around 1920 CE.
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Golden ear-rings burghi. Circular shaped
small gold tubes. Bahrain or India around
1920 CE.
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Golden ear-rings, disc shaped. The
earrings have been decorated using
a technique known as granulation.
Bahrain or India around 1920 CE.
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Gold bracelets shamilat, with turquoise
inlaid stones. Manufactured in the Gulf
after 1970 CE.
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Pure gold bracelet worked with a delicate

goldsmithing technique amilah ramliyyah.

In a set together with item 145. Bahrain or
India around 1920 CE.
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Silver necklace with large, disk-shaped pendant, decorated
with thin diamond shaped pendants. The chain consists of
silver conical beads and chalcedony beads. The disk is a
thin hammered silver coin decorated with granulation and
twisted wire elements khardaq. A very delicate work dating
to around 1900 from Najran or Sadah.
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Silver necklace with a box shaped amulet
and bell attachments. Yemen or Saudi
Arabia, first half of the 20th century.
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Silver necklace with large silver beads.
The silver beads have been decorated
using a technique known as granulation.
Large silver beads manufactured in this
refined technique were manufactured
mainly in Sadah, Yemen, before 1950 CE.
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Amulet khiyar or uda. This was a widely used shape
for amulets. They contained Quran verses believed
to provide protection from evil spirits. A lid at one end
provides access to the amulet. Manufactured in Yemen
before the 1940’s CE.
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Small necklace, coral and silver beads
with a silver pendant.
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Amulet khiyar or uda. This was a widely used shape
for amulets. They contained Quran verses believed
to provide protection from evil spirits. A lid at one end
provides access to the amulet. Manufactured in Yemen
before the 1940’s CE.
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Coral and silver necklace with a crescent
shaped pendant.

The silver beads have been decorated
using a technique known as granulation
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Necklace with alternating coral and large
silver beads.

The silver beads have been decorated
using a technique known as granulation.
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Amber and silver necklace. Alternating polished
amber and flat silver beads. The silver beads
have been decorated using a technique known as
granulation. Circa 1900, Sadah, Yemen.
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Silver plated kohl flask with inscription. This piece was
manufactured in the year 1321 Hijra, 1903 AD, by
Ahmed Qassim Al-Shoukri.

On one side we find the verses: “Iin the name of

Allah, the merciful, he is the light of heaven and earth.
Strength is from Allah the great and highest.”
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Silver bracelet iswara. Najran KSA or Sadah, Yemen
This is made of low grade silver and is likely to have
been manufactured before 1940 CE.
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Glass bangles. Fragments of glass bangles are often
found on archaeological excavations of Bedouin
camps. A typical adornment of Bedouin women

and girls in use for the past 200 years. Probably
originating from India.
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Silver plated amulet in the shape of a
book, hirz, with glass paste inlay.
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Silver bracelet iswara. Najran KSA or Sadah, Yemen.
This is made of a low grade silver and is likely to
have been manufactured before 1940 CE.
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Silver bracelet iswara. Najran KSA or Sadah, Yemen.
This is made of a low grade silver and is likely to
have been manufactured before 1940 CE.
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Silver necklace with triangular shaped pendant,
possibly a former headpiece ilaga with red glass
and turquoise colored glass paste inlay. The llaga
has been adapted to a necklace by the addition of a
chain. Circa 1900 CE, Sadah, Yemen.
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Silver bracelet iswara. Najran KSA or Sadah, Yemen.

This is made of a low grade silver and is likely to
have been manufactured before 1940 CE.
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Silver bracelet iswara. Najran KSA or Sadah, Yemen.
This is made of a low grade silver and is likely to
have been manufactured before 1940 CE.
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Silver bracelet iswara. Najran KSA or Sadah, Yemen.
This is made of a low grade silver and is likely to
have been manufactured before 1940 CE.
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Brass gun powder container. Late Ottoman Empire 19th century.
The Ottoman army operating in Arabia required the transport of
gun powder in metal containers. Gun or black powder consist of
charcoal, sulfur and potassium nitrate and was the only explosive
known until the mid19-th century. The extensive and advanced
use of black powder by the Ottoman army was a fundamental
source of its strength.
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Peabody-Martini rifle made at the Providence Tool Manufacture,
Rhode Island USA, with silver decoration and an animal skin
upholster at the butt. The rifle is engraved and dated to 1912. It
was handed by the Ottoman Empire to Sheikh Saud bin Abdul-Aziz
al-Rasheed, the Emir of the Emirate of Ha'il.
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Rifle, Mauser weapon factory, Germany 1894. In the last decades
before the 1st World War, the German Empire provided military training
and advisors to the Ottoman Empire. In the course of this cooperation,
the Mauser rifle factory delivered 500 000 units of M 71-88 rifles to the
Ottoman Army. The rifle on display is dated to 1894, with the thugra, the
royal emblem of Sultan Abdulhamid Il (reign from 1876 -1909) CE
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Brass gun powder container. Late Ottoman Empire, 19th century.
The Ottoman army operating in Arabia required the transport of

gun powder in metal containers. Gun or black powder consisted of
charcoal, sulfur and potassium nitrate and was the only explosive
known until the mid-19th century. The extensive and advanced use of
black powder by the Ottoman army was a fundamental source of its
strength.
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Camel pack-saddle, tamarisk
wood. Dated to before 1950. The
saddle is decorated with a hand
woven brown colored fabric and
a later addition of red fabric.
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Two wooden triangles, part of a
camel saddle. Tamarisk wood
with carved décor.
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Nose clips aftama sing. futam,
made of goat antler. These were
used by pearl divers to close their
nose when diving. They were
necessary as the divers used to
descend very quickly. They are
also known to have been made
of wood.
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Oyster net, diyyin, made from a
wooden ring with a knotted string
basket. Attached to the basket

is the rope yida, made of twisted
sisal fiber to pull the diver up
again.

Al 3o Bjle 09 (09) PRI do B
83ginll gl (30 Al Uy Borke duniis
iz Jrad] SWI 0 i Alawlgy Aoy 0
bl gy J] polewll



Pearl merchant scoop mighrafa,
copper alloy. The mighrafa was
used to scoop up gquantities of
pearls of a very small size.
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Wooden handled knife to open pearl oyster,
miflaga. The pearl oyster Pinctada radiata is
a clam with firmly closed shells. The knife is
curved to provide a stronger leverage to
open them.
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Pearl diving weight, hajjar or
hassa, made of a hematite that
is traditionally quarried from the
seabed around Musa island in
the lower Gulf.
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Al-Tus pl. tawsat, pearl sieves,
copper alloy. Used by pearl
merchants to sort pearls by their
size.
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Wooden box with brass scale al-
Mizan, and metal weights awzan.
Most likely used by a pearl
merchant, but the wooden case
is of an unusual shape. The set
of weights in the box range from
90 grams to around 5 grams.
This lowest unit is close to the
Bombay or Puna unit (4.8 and
4.45 grams respectively) applied
in pearl trading.

0231909 Oles A& Soioy pdis Fokie

o aol dulys pasius 5 &l 2759 doune
U b e edd] Ggasall g B

o Lo 2 3lgbl degeme g Oglang gl
Slazgll yiol QRBs phe 4+ 9 Slolyz 0
lally Ug: Buzg o Gluags Buzgs Byms Lo o
b 29 &L ph £,609 JoW phiz €A JU5S
B3 8l § pusins SIS

\-¥



Set of agate weights used in
pearl trading. The weights range
from 27 grams to 5 grams.

The lowest unit is equal to the
Bombay mithgal of 4.8 grams.
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Large copper tea pot. It is likely
that this was manufactured
locally in the Gulf. Circa 1960.
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Coffee roasting pan mihmas, copper alloy with attached spoon. The
pan is decorated on the handle with a geometric pattern. This kind
of x-shaped pattern is known as a very ancient decoration, also
encountered on pre-coin currency, the so-called tawilah.
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Animal skin bag. These bags were a military provision
for the storage and transport of dates. The dates,
which are still inside the bag, have turned into solid
sugar. Circa 1900 CE.
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Animal skin bag. These bags were made from
gazelle, camel, goat or sheep skin and were used
for different purposes. In this case, it was used as

a water container. Such bags were handed out by
Sheikh Qassim to the men supporting him against
the Ottomans in the battle of Wajba for them to carry
water. Circa 1900 CE.
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Diorama of a small Bedouin tent.
Acquired in Jordan after 1970. Stunningly
accurate in many details, the artist
presents a charming look into activities
around the bayt sha’er, the house of hair.
Only in one aspect do we need to correct
the view: The men’s compartment was
almost always at the right side of the tent
and was usually smaller, about a third

of the tent, while the female and family
section was the larger part.
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Diorama of three women cooking in front
of a traditional Qatari house. The diorama
was built by school children and reflects
traditional cooking, including bread
baking on a hot stone.
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Textile horse saddle cover, hand-
made, most likely before 1950. A
delicately decorated cover sheet
for a horse saddle.
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Large Copper cooking pot. Mainly used
by the urban population when they were
first produced, they were later used by
nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes as well.
Late 19th to early 20th century CE.
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Mortar and pestle mihbash, brass.

Such brass mortars were traditionally imported
from Syria, where this kind of metal work was
developed to very high standards.
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Large copper cooking pot. Mainly used by
the urban population when they were first
produced, they were later used by nomadic
and semi-nomadic tribes as well. Late 19th
to early 20th century CE.
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Metal incense burner referred

to as a “mabkhara”. This is a
typical shape and has been
attested in antiquity as belonging
to the home of frankincense, the
Yemen. This is a recent example
of a mabkhara.
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Silver Incense stinger. On the
base the incised place of origin
“Nizwa” identifies the item as the
work of an Omani silversmith.
Dated to around 1900. Probably
part of a set with the perfume
bottle ID 83.
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Peacock “mirror”. with a photo
of HH Sheikh Ali bin Abdulla Al-
Thani, Emir of Qatar from 1949
1960 CE
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Large coffee pot, dallah. Al-Hasa in KSA is considered
to be the area traditionally known to manufacture
these coffee pots. The pot was used in Bedouin
camps to prepare a large quantity of coffee in the
morning. This would then be heated up and served
from a smaller dallah during the day
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Small coffee pot “dallah” to serve
the coffee, prepared in the larger
pot, exhibit number ID93, to the
guests.
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Brass container for coffee cups. Saudi
Arabia, probably around 1950. Coffee pots
were transported and stored for safety in
these metal containers. Al-Hasa in KSA,
close to Qatar, is traditionally known for the
manufacture of coffee pots and related metal
object.s
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Silver perfume bottle. On the base the
incised place of origin “Nizwa” identifies the
item as the work of an Omani silversmith.
Dated to around 1900, the perfume bottle
seems to belong to the incense stinger 1D
84 as part of a set.
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Large ceramic bowl with blue and
golden lustre design and golden
rim strip. Similar décor on items
recorded from Qatar suggest a
date around 1900 CE.
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Large ceramic bowl with a faded
floral design. The date and origin
are unknown. Similar pieces
recorded from Qatar suggest a
date around 1900 CE.
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Small ceramic bowl with a
painted floral design. The size
and style are similar to item ID
71 in the exhibition and point to
a similar date in the early 20th
century CE.

Cur oo wlidy L5l Bls) OIS ddjs &1
2ymbl ke § (V) ¢8)) 3V1 jlyhlly peanll
Bolay § ddny a1 BN s 30 Lo

NN Oalt

Traditional ceramic water jar zir,
locally manufactured in Bahrain.
Ceramics made of a coarse
ware with organic fibers were
often used to keep water cool by
capillary action. Sometimes, the
zir's were coated with wet cotton
fabric for additional cooling.
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Ceramic bowl with painted flower
design. Stamped: “Porcelaine
opaque de Gien". The bowl

is commonly referred to as a
French “café-au lait” bowl. The
stamp on the base indicates a
date between 1889 and 1938.
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Ceramic bow! with painted
flower and leaf decoration.
Dated to around 1940-1900
and originating from a British
manufacture, this bowl could be
classified as decorative kitchen
ware. This may be why it has
been drilled to fix a metal ring to
hang for display.
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Shallow ceramic bowl or plate
with meander design. Similar
pottery was produced by the
Dutch Goudkust manufacture
and dated to the beginning of the
20th century.
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Large ceramic plate with a similar
meander design décor as in

(item 72) It is possible that the
two items belonged together

in a set, or from the same
manufacturer.
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Pictorial rug from
Caucasia-Karabagh region
19th century CE.
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Caucasian wool rug showing the Caesar of
Russia and his wife
19th century CE.
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Iranian pictorial rug
late 19th - early 20th century CE.
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Wool rug of the Iranian pictorial Tabriz style
19th century CE.
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Silver Dirhem from [ran
12th century CE.
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Silver coin with the name and image of
the Sultan Ahmed Shah of Iran in the
early 20th century CE.
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Golden Coin from Iran early
20th century CE.
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Silver coin with the name and image of the
Sultan Ahmed Shah of Iran
early 20th century CE.
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Umayyad bronze coin
7th century CE.
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Golden Dinar of the Byzantine type
7th century CE.
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Byzantine-early Islamic golden coin
7th century CE.
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A silver coin with the name of Al-Hajjaj Ibn Youssef
the Umayyad ruler

in Iraq

late 7th century CE.
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A silver coin struck by the anti-Umayyad rebels in the
8th century CE.
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Early Islamic silver coin with Arabic writings
7th century CE.
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Roman Silver coin with the head image of one
of the Ptolemaic emperors on one side and his
emblem on the other

3rd century BC.
SV Aol Jeg dbllad) BybLi sol 890 s dudd dles
Shall ylad
23y Ol

Parthian silver coin from the
1st century CE.
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Arab-Sassanid silver coin from Iraq
7th century CE.
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A bronze south Arabia cuff bracelet
with figural decorations.
19th century.
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Iron arm armor painted with figural and floral motifs
Iran
17th century CE.
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Steel knife with a lamb head-shaped handle
India
18th century CE.
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Steel sword decorated with human motifs

India
18th century CE.
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Steel helmet decorated with figural and floral motifs
and Persian writings:

Iran

18th century CE.
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Small bronze basin with figural and calligraphy motifs
Syria or Egypt
14th 15-th century CE.
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Bronze teapot with figural and floral motifs
Iran
18th century CE.
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Bird-shaped bronze oil lamp
Iran
13th14-th century CE.
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Bronze lamp with figural and calligraphy motifs

Iran or Iraq
12th century CE.
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Bronze teapot with rooster-shaped knob on the lid.

India
19th century CE.
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Brass ewer with figural motifs on the handle
and the lid

india

18th century CE.
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Bird-shaped bronze teapot:
India
19th century CE.
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Bronze vase of Alhambra style decorated with
figural and calligraphy motifs

Spain
18th century CE.
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Indian copper alloy ewer
19th century.
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Bronze bird inlaid with silver
Iran
17th century.
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Lion-shaped bronze inkpot inlaid with
turquoise and ruby beads

Iran

17th century CE.
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Brass ewer decorated with figural-shaped handie
and decorated with floral and Arabic writings
Syria

late 19th century CE.
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Large copper ewer with floral, natural and mythical
figural and calligraphy decoration motifs

Iran

17th century CE.
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Savafid bronze peacock inlaid
with turquoise beads and
decorated with figural motifs

There are many metal objects in this collection that are
either dated, or having a special feature that will make
them unique and special. Some of them are highly
regarded because of their specific cultural symbolism.
One of these is a peacock-shaped object that is clearly
made for a non-utilitarian purpose. It is more likely for
house decoration purpose. Many similar, but smailer
objects were found and interpreted as incense burners,
but this one has been soldiered to make one piece and
therefore could not have been used for anything other
than decoration.

The importance of this object comes from the cultural
symbolism behind designing it in a peacock shape which
is frequently used in Islamic art. Peacock shapes are known
in many cultures and historical periods. Many cultures
consider it a sign of royalty, wealth, beauty and pride.
Others have used it as a banner sign to celebrate winning
wars against other tribes. It was also used as a royal symbol
on the throne of Persia. Some Arabic manuscripts describe
it as the "bird of paradise”. Today’s custom of decorating
bride room accessories in the Gulf region with peacock
images finds an interpretation in that long historical and
cultural tradition.
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Savalfid bronze peacock inlaid with turquoise
beads and decorated with figural motifs

Iran

17th century CE.
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Qajar ceramic tile with relief figural and
architectural motifs.

Iran
19th century CE.
833 &ylems )51y &> JISBL Bygas &loB ddss ANy
ol
-p VA O,

Qajar ceramic tile with relief figural
and architectural motifs. Iran
19th century CE.
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Star-shaped Kashan style ceramic tile
with figural and floral motifs.

Iran

12th13-th century CE.
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Ceramic tile with figural and floral motifs:
Turkey 17th century CE.
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Casket made of leather and inlaid with ivory and has
paws-shaped legs. India 19th century CE.
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Glazed bowl from Kashan of late Seljuk style
Iran
13 century CE.
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Moresque style vase with lion-shaped handies
Spain
18th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl decorated with
a shape of an ox

Iran or Afghanistan

18th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl decorated with
animal figural motifs
Afghanistan or Iran

18th century CE.
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Abbasid ewer decorated with floral
and figurative motifs

Iran or Iraq

12th - 13th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl! with images of 4 females
Iran

18th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl decorated with an
image of a fully equipped fighter
Afghanistan

18th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl with decorations of
figural motifs

Iran

12th - 13th century CE.
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Ceramic jar depicting the story of Sheikh Sanaan
Iran
19th century CE.
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Kashan luster ware ewer decorated
with figural and floral motifs

Iran

11th - 12th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl! decorated with
animal figures

Afghanistan or Iran

18th century CE.
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Ceramic bowl! with decorations of
figural motifs

Iran

12th - 13th century CE.
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Ceramic oil lamp shaped in duck figure
Central Asia
18th century CE.
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Ceramic bow! with a stylized image
of a bird

North Africa

19th century CE.
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Ceramic plate with a stylized
image of a bird

Spain

17th century CE.
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Ceramic vase decorated with floral
and gazelle shapes

Palestine

early 20th century CE.
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Ceramic ewer with
a bird-head shaped top part

There are many ceramic objects from the SFBQ collection
with remarkable figurative motifs. One of them is a ewer
from the famous Seljuk ceramic production of Kashan in
Iran. Starting with the 11th century AD, this city started
to produce diverse types and forms of ceramic products
in large quantities and of a high quality. Islamic art
specialist and historians are indebted to the 1936 work of
Ettinghausen who established a weil-designed typology
and classification system for the Kashan wares that is still
being adapted to this day.

The ewer in question has a rim shaped like the head of
a bird and a pear-shaped body. A typical Kashan ware
decoration feature found on the body of this ewer is the
intensive floral motifs on the surface. The Turquoise colour
is also another identifying feature of the Kashan wares.
This object is one of a large number of similar pieces
with the same features and forms exhibited in different
museums around the globe. It follows a long tradition
in Iran and other parts of the ancient world, when such
objects were used for ritual purpose. They continued to
be manufactured for centuries during the different Islamic
periods in iran.
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Ceramic ewer with a bird-head
shaped top part

Iran

10th century CE.
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Ceramic vase decorated
with peacock shapes
Iran

18th century CE.
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Ceramic bow! decorated with bird
figures of different colors

Afghanistan
18th century CE.
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Ceramic ewer with an animal
head-shaped top part
Turkey

19th century CE.
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Glazed ceramic bowl from
Kashan, Iran
12th- 13th century.
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The Hand of Fatimah and the sword of
Ali ibn Abi Talib (Dhu al-Fiqar).

(BN 93) b i o e w5 dobold oy

A drawing depicting the “Tree of Tuba” (the
paradise tree) inlaid with gold flower with
inscriptions of companions’ of the prophet’s
names, similar to other transcripts such as
Hafez Hassan Rashid’s transcript to the wife
of AbdulMajid the first (1861-1839 CE).
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foot of the Prophet Muhammad on the dome
of rock and the Prophet’s shoe.s
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The staff of the prophet Muhammad the

prayer carpet; the cloak of the Prophet

Muhammad, his ewer, and his basin, all

drawn in gold
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Scroll of prayers
India, 19th century CE

Ink, pigments and gold on canvas.
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Invocations and verses from the
Quran for pilgrims

Turkey, 19th century CE

Ink, opaque watercolors and gold
on thin polished laid paper.
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Qur'an
Iran, 18th century CE

Ink, pigments on paper.
Inv (6998)
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Quasidat al-Burdah
by Muhammed al-Busiri
Turkey, 17th century CE
Ink, opaque watercolors and gold
on paper.
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Commentary on the trade chapter
Turkey, 1698 CE (1110 HD)

Black ink on thin yellowish paper.
Inv (6290)
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Quran

India, 18th century CE

Ink, opaque pigments on paper.
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Figh al-Akhbar (commentary of the
monotheism chapter)

By Abu-Hanifa

Central Asia, 17th century CE

Black ink on paper.
Inv (6268)
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Commentary on the trade chapter
(al-Jami al-Sahih by Muhammed
al-Bukhari)

Central Asia, 1414 CE (817 HD)
Black ink on paper.
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Mukhtasar al-wigaya fi masa'il al-hidayaa
by Ubayd Allah ibn Masud ibn Ahmed
al-Mahbubi
Central Asia, 18th century CE
Opaque ink on paper.
Inv (6245)
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Sharh hikmat al’ain (philosophy and
logic) by Najm al-din al-gazwini al-katibi
Turkey, 1817 CE (1232 HD)
Back ink on paper.
Inv (6287)
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Commentary on Muslim book
Central Asia, 17th century CE
Opaque ink on paper.
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Botanic manuscript by Daoud
Al-Antaki

Irag, 1745 CE (1158 HD)
Black and red ink on paper.
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Al'sharh al-kabir by Kalil ibn Ishaq
North Africa

1770 CE (1184 HD)

Black and red ink on paper.
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Albaher almawroud fi al’'ohoud wa
al-mawathiq by Al’Acharani
(Covenants and instrument)
Egypt, 1852 CE (1268HD)

Black and red ink on European

paper.
inv (6865)
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Kabikaj

The word kabika or kabikatjj can be
found inscribed on the first or the last
folio of a codex

Baker Al-ishbili in his Kitab (Book) al-
Taysir fi San‘at al Tasfir mentions that
when we write ya kabikaj yakabikaj
,in the first and the last folio of a
book ,one can be sure that worms will
not attack.

From the botanical point of view
Kabikaj belongs to the family of
plants includes 400 species Many

of which are highly poisonous. The
use of fish-glue, honey, and other
tempting ingredients in Arabic
bookmaking was certainly invited to
all manner of insects. It was hoped
that by putting Kabikaj in books, they
would be repelled.
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